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Still from animated film ‘You and Your Neighbourhood’ by Charles Correa

introduction
The Z-axis Conference, is a biennial event which seeks to
create meaningful discourse around architecture and the city.
The 2020 edition, entitled ‘You and Your Neighbourhood’
will be the fourth iteration; the previous three conferences
focused on various issues concerning cities, equality and
architecture, each one drew more than 900 attendees from
diverse disciplines, and from across the globe.
(see https://charlescorreafoundation.org/category/z-axis/).
The COVID-19 pandemic has restricted the ability to bring
people together, and at the same time it has led us to focus
more on the more immediate spaces around us. Thus Z-axis
2020 centres on the question: How can we improve our own
neighbourhoods?
In his essay ‘Scanning the Options’, Charles Correa wrote that
“Architecture is an agent of change”, and that an architect
is a “generalist who speculates on how the pieces could fit
together in more advantageous ways. One who is concerned
with what might be.”
Our neighbourhoods present an opportunity for the design community to harness visual skills and act, to improve our habitat. Photo credit: Bhaumik Kaji

theme
YOU AND YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
Z-axis 2020 looks at the nature of today’s urbanism at four
distinct scales and thresholds that define public spaces in our
cities: city, commons, neighbourhoods and the doorstep — and
how they relate to each other.
Through a lecture series and a design challenge, Z-axis
will recognise and award creative individuals and teams
who will bring change at each of these thresholds. Over a
period of 4 months, we will work together towards making
our neighbourhoods more liveable and accessible. This
will be done by the Foundation receiving, selecting and
supporting proposals aimed at transforming and improving
neighbourhoods for their residents.
‘You and Your Neighbourhood’ is the title of Charles Correa’s
Masters Thesis at MIT, 1955, for which he made a short
animated film. He was the scriptwriter, animator, photographer
and director.

‘Hierarchy of Spaces’ section by Charles Correa, denoting hierarchy of transitional space in the public realm.
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Energy efficient wall
mounted lighting systems in
a staggered arrangement.
Well designed channel
drains that safely drain
away water from gutters
and paved surfaces.

Area identified for
organised parking.

Inspection chambers will have
recessed access covers that can
accomodate paver blocks in the
direction of paving pattern.

Ground surface to be
paved with random
kota stone.

Steps gradually
widen as the lane
approaches the
square.

Energy efficient poles
and wall - mounted
lighting systems.

Redesign public toilets
to accomodate adequate
number of units adjoining
a community space.

Stairway is designed to have wandering
experience similar in character to other
stairways in Mala. Landings become spaces
for pause and rest.

Before
From 2012 to 2014, the Charles Correa Foundation repaired and re-designed 18 stairways and streets in our neighbourhood of Mala, Panaji. By cleaning up the
space, improving the sanitation, providing public spaces and streamlining amenities and services — the social life and aspirations of residents has improved. The
approach towards implementing smaller lane-wise projects, was far more effective than large-scale interventions.
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design and health
The science of City Planning emerged in response to epidemic
diseases. Urban planning and public health both focus on
the basic act of improving spaces that humans interact with.
A WHO statement in May 2020, postulated that infectious
diseases thrive in overcrowded, poorly designed cities, and
inadequate sanitation and unhealthy environments kill millions
every year.
In the last half-century, the focus in both urban planning
and public health has shifted from a top-down approach
to a bottom-up, a community-based participatory method.
Particular focus on the needs of vulnerable populations, during
the COVID-19 pandemic has prompted issues to be resolved at
the neghbourhood level.
Z-axis 2020 aspires to create a meaningful discourse, and
encourage creative individuals to create better public spaces
— across a variety of scales (from the home to the city), spaces
which are essential for improving public health infrastructure
of our urban population.

schedule
AUGUST 2020
Registration
Payment
Distribution of schedules
Podcasts and blogs

LECTURE
SERIES

DESIGN
CHALLENGE

SEPTEMBER 2020

OCT & NOV 2020

1st September
Charles Correa Memorial Lecture
Film Screening: You and Your Neighbourhood
5th September, Lectures about
Redefining the City for the Public
12th September, Lectures about
Commons and the City
19th September, Lectures about
Streets in the Neighbourhood
26th September, Lectures about
Homes in the Street

1st October
Guide book is released, it will orient the
participants to the challenge, its timeline,
possible methodologies and outcomes.
Across the month of October,
We will release a variety of podcasts and
blogs that help streamline fundamentals of
the design challenge and inspire participants.
Second week of November
The CCF team shall host project discussions
with participants, in order to help them with
their final presentations.

DECEMBER 2020
5th December
Submission
7th - 13th December
Jury
19th December
Award ceremony

The Charles Correa Foundation (CCF) is an initiative of
internationally renowned architect and urban planner Charles
Correa. CCF acts as a catalyst for architectural, urban design,
planning, and community-based projects that improve the
condition of human settlements in India.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTs

All work undertaken by CCF is on a non-profit basis.
The Charles Correa Foundation is constituted as a duly
registered not-for-profit public charitable trust and has been
exempted u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act.

www.charlescorreafoundation.org
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ORGANISATION
The Foundation is managed by a Board of Trustees whose
current members are:
Shrinivas V. Dempo
Arminio Ribeiro		
Monika Correa 		
Rahul Deshpande
Romi Khosla		
Nasser-eddin Munjee
Dr. Oscar F. Rebello
Sanjit Rodrigues		
Director
Nondita Correa Mehrotra
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CHAIRMAN, DEMPO GROUP
MANAGING TRUSTEE, ARCHITECT
TAPESTRY ARTIST
CIVIL ENGINEER
ARCHITECT
DCB BANK CHAIRMAN
CONSULTANT PHYSICIAN
COMMISSIONER, CCP

ARCHITECT

Address:
Charles Correa Foundation
169, St Sebastian Street
Fontainhas, Panaji
GOA 403.001
Phone: +91 832 222-0058
E-Mail: connect@charlescorreafoundation.org

